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Anfwer.

The Men then in Power preferv'd King Charles ¢/
Second’s Prerogative, by oppofing fuch unjuftifiable
Proceedings, and thofc in Aurborsty now are ready tg
do the fame by King \Will1am)'s: and if they take the
fame Meafures , iley do but follow a good Copy,
which render’d their Predecellors Fame of a Loyal
Savour, and will deduce their own to Peflerity, witl-

eut any other Affiftance than sts own Merit for it
Conveyance.

Thefe Meafures that were taken to run down
this Right of the Subjet, and to fubvert the
Conftituron of Parliament, together with the
Difpleafure conceiv’d againft fome Men of great
Pofts in the Law, and Figure in the Civil Srate,
for alting lllegally , and giving permicious Coun-
ce/ {as the Commons were pleas’d to term 1t)
to his Majefty, occafion'd very warm Votes and
Refoluttons in the next Parliament, which, atter
many Proroguations, fate on the 2 1{t of O&ober.
1680. and continued {itting to the 1oth day of
Fanuary following.

Within fix days after their Meeting, (viz. O&e-
ber the 17th.) immediately after they had agreed
upon an Addrefs to his Majelty, wherein they ex.
prefs’d their Refolution to purfue with a SHilt and im-
partial Enquiry the execrable Popifi> Plot, they pro-
ceeded to Votes about Petitions. Then, as I ob-
ferv’d before, ’twas

““ Refolv'd, Nemine Contradicente , That 1t is,
“ and ever hath been, the undoubted Right of
““ the Subjelts of England, to petition the King

“ for the calling and hitting of Parliaments, and
““ redrefling Grievances.

fr Reﬂ)lvﬁda




( 49)

°“ Refolv’d, That to traduce fuch Petitioning as

“ 3 Violation of Duty, and to reprefent it to his
“ Majefty as Tumultuousand Sedirious, is to be-
““ tray the Liberty of the Subje&t, and contritutes
“to the Defign of fubverting the antient legal
“ Conftitutions of this Kingdom, and introducing

“ARBITRARY POWER.

“Order’d, T'hat a Commitree be appointedto en-

“ quire of all fuch Perfons as have offended againft

“ thefe Rights of the Subjelts,
The next day ( Oftober the 28th ) Sir Francis

- Whthens, as | have oblerv’d belore, being found
Guilty in this particular, they voted him a Be-
~trayer of the Undoubted Rights of the Subjeits of Eng-
{and, and order’d him to be expell’d the Houfe.

: The City of Loadon, having petition’d the Houfe

5: againﬂ: SIr George 3’:ﬁrcraj: their Recorder, and it

2 being referr’d to a Committee, they pafs'd this

3
F

Vote on the 13th of November following,
““ Refolv’d, That this Committee is of opinion,

- “That by the Evidence given to this Commit-

}

F

]
b+

¢ tee, 1t does appear that Sir George Fefferers, Re-
" ¢ corder of theCity of London, by traducing and
= ¢ obftruting Petitioning for the fitting of this Par-
“ liament, hath betrayed the Rights of theSubjeét.

To which the Houfe agreed, and ’twas order’d,

b “ That an humble Addrefs be madeto his Majelty
i “t0 remove him out of all publick Ofhices”.
. They farther Order'd likewife, That the Com-
E mittee fhould enquire inrto all fuch perfons as had
i been advifing or promoting of the late Procla-
¢ mation, ftiled, 4 Proclamation againft Tumultuous
£ Pcritioning.  "T'he Grand-Juries of the Counties of
¥ Somer[et and Devon having exprefled their Detefta-
. tion of fuch Petitioning, the Houle on the nine-
L teenth of November order’d that the two Foremen
t of the faid Juries, and two others, fheuld be fent
i for in Cultody of the Serjeant at Arms, to anfwer
E Jor Breach of Privilege (as they called this Ab-

H hor-
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horrence of Petitioning) by them commuitted a.
oainft the toufe. The next di tney vorted, Thu
one 1iemas Herlzrt EAq, {hould ¢ icnt tor in Cu.
ﬁody . tor proﬁjrjutiﬂg 320;{*}2 Arreld Efq:, at the
Council- Table, for premotizg a Petition. and pr.
curz'ﬂg Sufpj}r:'pzz'w:. To them they added two o-
thers upon the fame account, whom they call'd,

Betrayers of the Liberties of the Suljeél.

Anfwer.

Meafures were pot taken to run down the Right i
tle Suljett, bue to affert that of the Prince , wis
was of too gracious a Naitwie to thirfl after an Ex-
orbitancy of Power, and of toco Fatherly a sz}lrﬁ-'
tien, not. to have a tender repard for the Welfare ¢
his People ; and an Impartial Enquiry will infcii
us, that the Cry of the Houfe at that tirac was againf:
.every one that was in Favour of his Prince a5 a Be-
trayer of his Country, and an Eunemy to that for
of Gevernment they were defirous of introducing, S
that it's no wender that Sir George Jeftereys, fu
advifing the Citizens, as it wus bis Duty, not to Pe-
tnion, and Sir Francis Wythens, for bis Abhor-
rence of 1 umultuary Proceedings, fell under tl:
bigh Difplcafure of tie Houfe. But I cannot but tak:
notice that the Houfe in tlhofe Times of Referm..
tion imprifor’d (that is, order’d Mr. Herbert in:
Cuflody) one that was not a Member, which is a fuffi-
cierit Precedsnt for what a5 been done of the fame ns
ture in this Parlzament,

On Hednefdsy the fitth of Fanuary, the Com-
mons order’d an Impeachment againft Sir Fran.
cis North, Chiet Jufticé of the Common Pleas ; Sit
William Scroggs, Chief Juitice of rhe Kings- Bench,
Sir Thomas enes, one. of the Juftices of the fame
.Bench, and Sir Rickard ¥ efton, one or the' Ba-
rons of the Excacquer. Sty Fragicis Nortl’s Crime
was, That he (as appear'd by tae. Confeifion lU[

tne
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Attorney-General before the Houfe on #ednefday
the 4th of November) wis, Adv fing and affifting
in drawing up and pcfling the Proclamations againft
Tumultuous Petitions. Agan{t Sir William Scroggs
and Sir Thomas Fomes there were a great many
Complaints, which occafion’d many Refolutions
of the Houfe, and Votes againft them. One of
the great Complaintswas, Thatwhen the Grand-
Jury which ferv’d for the Hundred ot Offuifton
in the County ot Middlefex, uttended the Kings-
Bench with a Petition, which they defir'd the
Court to prefent in their Name to his Majefty,
for the fitting ol that Parliament, the Chiet Ju-
ftice faid, he would difpatch them: prefently ;
That they rook 1t 1l to have a Peution ofter’d to
alrer the King’s Mind contrary to his Proclama-
ton ; That when there were feveral Prefent-
ments againft Papitls and other Offenders, they
difcharg’d the Grand Jury four days betore the
end of the Term, which was never done before:
This Al they voted Arbitrary, Hlegal, and a kigh
Mifdemeanour, {everal days before this Tmpeach-
ment was order'd. One of Mr. Baron #1%fton’s
‘great Crimes was, That, in an extraordinary
kind of Charge given the Atlizes before at King-
fton (in the County of Surrey) he inveigh’d very
much again{t Farel, Lutier, Calvin and Zuinglins,
condemning them as Aurhors ol the Reformati-
- on: Which was againft their Princes Minds 3 and
. then adding to this purpofe : Zuinglius fer up bis
: Fanaticifms, and Calvin built ¢ thar blefled Feune
3 dation : .rmd to fﬁmf{_Trurﬂr? all /Jz.f Difciples are fea-
) Jow'd with Juch a ﬂmrp?:ejs of Spivir, that 1t much
; concerns Magiftrates to keep a ftreight band over them |
¢ and now they ave reftefs, amufing us with Fears,
i  AND NOTHING WILL SERVE THEM
| BUT A4 PARLIAMENT. Eor my pare, )
é hnow no Reprefentative of the Nation but the K ING
:
:
)
g
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all Power centers tn Flim, "Tis frue, ne does intrust it
H 2 wft!::-
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with his Minifters, but be is the fole Reprefentative
and i'faith be bas Wifdom enough to intruft it no moye
in thefe Men. who bave givenus fuch late Example;
of their Wifdom and Faithfulnefs. Thefe Words
(which were witnefled by feveral perfons, fome of
whom put them immediately in writing) made
the Committee betore whom they were provd
come to this Refolution, ¢ That the faid Expref-
‘““ fions 1n the Charge given by the faid Baron
““ Weften, were a Scandal ro the Reformation, in
“ derogation of the Rights and Privileges of Par-

“ liaments, and tending to rufe Difcord between
*¢ his Majefty and his Subje(ts,

Anfwer.

Their Impeachment of the Fudzes is much of the
fame Complexion with their Treatment of thafe last
mentioned ; and Peiitions againft Proclamations look
fo wvery like a Dzefiance of the Defigns of ‘em, that it
was wholly neceffary to fupprefs >em, in order to kecp
toe Publick Peace, But we have a more clear Indica-
2ion of their Tempers as well as Religion, from their
Vote, Thar ir was 2 Scandal to the Reformation for
Myr. Baron Wefton ro call Zwinglius his Principles
Fanaticifms, and to fay Calvin and Luther built
upon the fame blefled Foundation, fince they were
altogether very diftant from the Articles of Religion

profefs’d in the Church of England by Law efta-
blifped. ]

Two days after that the Commons agreed up-
on Impeaching thefe Great Men of the Law (who
every one came under the publick Cenfure for
appearing Absorrers of Petitioning forthe Sitting of
the Parliament) they tell into other Votes, which
fhew’d what it was they wanted 2 Parliament
for. Upon a Meflage fent to them from his Ma-
jelty, they came to thefe feveral Refolutions fol-
lowing -

“ Refol’d,
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“ Refolv’d, That it is the Opinion of this Houfe,
“ That there is no Security or Safety for the Pro-
« teftant Religion, the King's Life, orthe Well-
¢ conftituted and Eftablith’d Government of this
“ Kingdom, without pafling a Bill for Difabling
“ Zames Duke of York to inherit the Imperial
“ Crown of England and Ireland, and the Domini-
“ ong and Territories thereunto belonging: And
““to rely upon any other Means or Remedies
““ without fucha Bill, is not only infufficient, but
‘¢ dangerous. C

“ Refolv’d, That his Majefty inhis laft Meffage
“ having aflur'd ¢his Houfe of his Readinefs to
“ concur inall other Means for the Prefervation of
‘““the Proteftant Religion, this Houfe doth de-
““ clare, That until a Bill be likewife pafs’'d for
“ Excluding the Duke of York , this Houfe can-
“not give any Supply t_O his MRJEQY, With-
‘““ out Danger to his Majefty’s Perfon, extreme
‘¢ Hazard of the Proteftant Religion, and Unfaith-
“ fulnefs to thofe by whom this Houfe is en.
“ trufted.

“ Refolv’d, That all Perfons who advis’d his
¢ Majefty in his laft Mefiage to this Houfe, to in-
“ {ift upon an Opinion againft the Bill for Exclu-
“ ding the Duke of York , have given pernicious
“ Councel to his Maiefty, and are PR O M O.
“TERS OF POPERY, AND ENE.-
“MIES TO THE KING AND KING-
“DOM.

Atfter thefe General Refolutions, they ran into
fevere Votes and Refolutions againft Geo——pe E. of
Hal---x, H--ry Mar--qs of Wor---er, H-ry E. of
Cla---om, Law---ce H-de BAq; Lews E. of Fev---am.
A Motion was alfo made for an Addrefs to his
Majefty to remove Ed--rd Sey--r Efq, from his
Majefty’s Council and Prefence, bur it was ad-
journ’d to the Monday following, which was the
day on which the Parliament was prorogud,

"The
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The reafon perhaps why they did not prefs this
Motion, was becaufe they had agreed upon Ar-
ticles of Impeachment againft him, upon other
fcores, jult twenty days before.

. Aniwer.

dfter they had, asir were, quarrelld with their
God, in the Vindication of falfe Doltrines, and what
was diffonant to the Liturgy of thefe Nations, it was
but natural for ’emto fall upon their Prince, and
wound bis Honour in the Perfon of bhis Royal Brother
and Succeffor. The Bill of Exclufion was a thing tovbe
agreed upon 1n reeurn to His Magefty’s meft gracious
Meffage, and the celebrated Names that bear the Roy-
al Unfortunate Company, amonyft whom is the pre-
Jfent Earl of Rochefter , now Lord Licutenant- of
Ireland, and his Preﬁ’nt hdzzjeﬂj’s Uncle and Coun-
cellor, were to be Sharers with bim in bis Misfor-
tunes and the Lofs of his Inheritance., Oh the Effron-
tery | (to make ufe of bhisown words) none but a Cal-
vinut would write in behalf of fuch [bamelefs Endea-
vours, and none out 4 murmuring Puritan would de-
fend em.

T'heir warm Proceedings, and their infifting
apon that particular Method to fecure the Prote-
ftant Religion, occafion’d not only the Proroga-
tion-of this Parliament on the 1oth of ZFanuary,
but of the following Parliament likewife at Oxford,
which mer the 21t of March, and was difmifs’d
on the 28th as foon as they read the Bill of Exclu-
{ionbrought in there. On the 1eth of Fanuary
the Houfe of Commons knowing that they were
to be prorogu’d, betore the Prorogation came to
ieveral Refolurions, two of which I fhall here take
notice of,

i. ““ Refolv'd,
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r. ¢ Refolv'd, That whofoever advis’d his Ma-
““ jefty to prorogué this Parliament to any other
“’purpofe than 1n order to the patling of a Bill for
“ the Exclufion of Fames Duke of York, isa Betray-
“erof theKing, the Proteftant Religion, and of
““ the Kingdom of England, A PROMO TER
“OF THE FRENCH INTEREST,
«“ AND A PENSIONER TO FRANCE.

2. *“ Refolv’d, That the Thanks of this Houfe
“be giventothe CITY OF LONDON, for
“ their manifeft Loyalty to the King, their Care,
¢ Charge, and Viigilance for the Prefervation of
“ his Majefty’s Perfon, and of rthe Proteftant Reli-
“ gion”. This Care and Concern which the City
of London {hew’d tor the Proteftant Religion, in
that time of imminent Danger, appear’d in many
Inftances,and intwo particularly ,which the Houle
thought did then deferve a gratetul Acknowledge-
ment, firft in petitioning the King for the Sitting
of that Parliament ; fecondly, in voring an Ad-
drefs to his Majefty to declare their Loyalty ; and
to petition him that the Parliament might {it until
Proteftantifm was fecur'd.

Anfwer,

Thesr warm Proceedings 11 thofe days were not fo
much the effeét of their Zeal for the Proteftant Religion,
as their Hatred for the Perfon of the Duke of York,
who, if any thing could have gain'd upon their Refent-
ments, or abated their Difpleafure, was at that time
accounted one of the fimeft Princes in Europe, (not-
withftanding bis late Degeneracy) and had done things
for the Publick Service, which had the Acknowledgments
of all Chriftian Princes, and wonld bhave workld upon
any bodies Temper, bur the minds of fome men that
were prejudic’d and embieter’d againft him : And the
two Refolutions, One of Cenfure, by which we may
fc‘e tbc’j werce of the {fame Stamp with fome that would
govern in the Houle naw, from their being faid to

PR O-
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PROMOTE THE FRENCH INTE.
REST, as PENSIONERS TO FRANCE,
whilethey were ferving their Country ; and the Other
of Thanks, by way of dcknowledgment to the City of
London, for their great Loyalty to the K3 ng, while
shey were excluding bis only Brother fram his Right of
Inberitance, and the care they bad for the Security of
Proteftantifm, 4t the fame time as Defamatory P;.-
Sures and Libels were banded about to traduce the
Hierarchy, and depretiate the Efteem which was bad
for the Sacred Order of Bifbops, Thanks be to Ged,
the Tide is turn’d once more in our days, and bonef?
Men have the fatisfa&lion of [eeing a Majority in the
Court of Aldermen that are true Sons to the Church of
England, and the Lieutenancy in all trobabilizy will
“tn due time be fo fettled, that st may be faid of our
L.ondon Epiﬁ:o al Churches, The Gates of Hell

fhall not prevail againft ’em.

Having given thisAccount of the Proceedings

both of the Courtiers and Houfe of Commons, the
one to run down, the other to aflert the Subjects

Right of Petitioning in thofe days: I muft crave
leave to takenotice of what pafled afterwards, be-
caufe 'twill be of ufe to us in the matter I am
now treating of.

After the Diflolution of the Oxford Parliament,
the King publifh’d a Declaration, wherein he
vouchfat’d re declare the Caufes and Reafons of bis
A&ions to his People. It might very well be .1ma-

gin'd, that after the People had {0 univerfally pe-
. utton’d for a Sitting of the laft Parliament at 17%/2-

minfler , to fecure their Religion and Liberties,

which the Confpirators were now attacking with
the utmoft vigor, they were more than a little a-
larum’d to fee that and the fucceeding Parliament
at Oxford {o foon diffolv’d, and that deny’d them
which they thought .the only Security for their

Religion. He begins therefore with telling them,
That
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That ’twas with exceeding great trouble that he was
brought to diffolve the two laft Pirliaments. 7T were
well that thofz who in their Votes concerning the
Kentifb Petition, thew’d thai they have not for-
gotten the Spiritof the Courticrs at thut time, as
to their Abhorrencs of Peritioning, hod vomem-
ber’d their other Refentments, exprdds’™d 1n this
Declaration, as the Reufons for Dillolving that
Parliament.

Anf{wer.

His Majefly, as a W.jc and Indulsent Prince, that
had a Fatherly Concern for bis People, and a Tender~
nefs of Nature that wis deriv’'d  from that Auguft
Famsly which he ow’d bis Being to, was loth that bis
Subjells [bould intcrprer his Attions otheiwife than
they were defign’d, and put an evil Conflruétion on
what was intended to promote the Publick Tranqui-
lity : He thercfore iffued out his Reafons by way of
Proclamation, and the indifpenfable Neceffity he lay
under of Diffolving that Parliament, that fo defpight-
fully ufed the Royal Authority, and fet at nought
the Defires and Requelts of God’s Anointed ; and what
was urged in behalf of his Proccedings, carry’d fuch
convineing Proofs with it, at the time of its being
made Publick, that it fettled the Minds of thofe thar
were wavering in their Duties, and was attended with
fuch good Effeéts,that Addreiles came to his facred hands
inftead of 1nfolent Petitions, and the moft thinking
part of the World was [atisfied from his Majeftys
Attions that be poftpon’d bis own Profit to their Ad-
vantage and Eafz

I One



(58 )

One Complaint 1s, That the Commons made ar.
bitary illegal Orders, fer taking Perfons into Cuftod
for matters that had no relation to Priviicge of Par-
fiament. Was 1t at that tume arbitrary and ille.
gal to take thofe degenerate \Wretches into Cuflo.
dy, who publifh’'d under their Hands Abhorren.
ces of Parliaments, and of thofc who in humble
and lawful Manner petitioned for their Sitting
in a time of fuch exrream Wecethity ; and is it
rotnow fo to imprifon and confine Men for
doing their Duty to their King and Country, no
otherwife than the Law prefcribes ? Is 1t a great.
er Breach of Privilege ro fthew a Lerter written
by Sir Ed.--rd Se--—r, than, ir compliance with
a ftrange arbitary illegal Proclamation, to run
down the Subjeét’s Right of Pctitioning; and
thus, in eftelt, to {trike at Parliaments them-
felves. and endeavour to wound the Conftitution?
What would Mr. Bo---n have {aid to rhis ? Sure-
ly he muft have blufh’d to fee his old Friends,
whofe Intereft he then ferv'd, in running down
the Commens Power of imprifoning, exercife {uch
Ats of Power as were never heard of in England
before. Tum Skeridan, who labour'd in the {fam.
Caufe, and wrore againft that Power of the Com-
mons, which he felt in his own Perfon, with as
much Warmth as “twas poinble tor Bo---n to do,
did he fee thefe things, woud be able perhaps, to
behold them wich little aftonifhment. He knew
the Frailty of Human Nature, and carried much
of it about in his own Body; for after he had
taken a great deal of Pains ( as alfo the Royal
Scribes of thofe times, and his Religion did ) in
decrying Fanaticifm and Republican Principles, 1n
crying up Epifcopacy and the Church of England,
and refcuing the Minds of Men from thofec
groundlefs Fears of Popery, which were running

them into Meafures pernicious to the Duke his
Mafter’s
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Mafter's Intereft ; he faw, poor Man, Popery ram-
pant, and a Popilh King in Exgland | he faw the
Bifhops, and ( which he could not but wonder
at ) was glad to fee them, in the Tower: and,
which muft be the greateft wonder ot all to fuch
a Zealous Churchmuan as he was, he faw himfelfa’
Papift. Tt wou'd therefore be now the lefs fur-
priling to him, to fce his old loyal Friends turn’d
downright Republicans, and as violent in the
Houte of Connnons for illegal and arbitrarv irnpri-
foning, as they were againft that, and all other
Power 1n the Commons. |

Anfwer.

The Complaint had all manner of Fuftice in its fide,
Jince it was certainly a diminution of the Regal Au-
toority, and defbruélive of the King’s Prerogative, te
imprifon thofe faithful and affeltionate Subjells, that
had snade a tender to him of their Allegiance and Ser-
vices 5 and the Declaration could not be fl[egd[, Since
it was His Mﬂf&*ﬂy’: R{gbr to z'ﬂ‘ ue 1t forth L nor arbi-
trary, becaufe it contain’d nothing in it that promoted
fuch violens Methods, and was the refult of the King's
Will and Pleafure, in conjunttion with the Advice of
his Privy Council, according to Form, and the ftand-
ing Rules ¢f the Land : therefore the compliance with
it could not wound the Conftitution, or fhrike at thé
Honour of Parliaments, when the ill Offices that were
done to Sir Edward Seymour in relation to the Let-
ter e makes mention , was a manifest Breach of
Priviiege , and bighly injurious te the Dignity
thofe he reprefented had intrufted him with the pre~
fervation of,

[ 2 Another
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Another Compluint in the Declaration, and a
R-afon given for aiflolving thofe Parliaments, is
troir ffrange ill-gal Vetes, declaring divers eminen:

erfons ro ve Ewemies to the King aind Kingdom,
and defiring to Lave them remov'd from the King's
Council and Prefence, without any Order or Procefs of
Leaw, avy Hcaring of their Drfonce, or aity Proor [
wiuch as offer’d ageinft them. "The Perfons here
pointad at inthe Declar 1{1011 are very well known,
{6 is the Crime for which they are Dr clar’d Ene.
mies to the King and Krogdam. o > has {hewn
whether thof: Parliamenis hud reafon 1o c:&prefe.
their Refentmenre againdt thod \,: 0w ht) adher'd
to the Duke of T»#%s Interait. Had they been
lefs warm for him, thev had porhape. been kind
(€F to their Religion and Counry. "1is corrain
hat exrraorcinary Artihces were made ufe of o
fupport his Interclt. Such I may call this ver.
Decleraticn, which thought it was reckon'd for
very good th[OH: to be contriv'd by a grea
Freach Minifter, the it came not oud under the
Great Seal, and was only {ubferibd by }-mr....u

Gwyn the Clerk of the Council. yer was read pub-

ld-:: ‘1 the \Jhun_n 5. Such 1 mny 1ecl-.0n the
Addrefles contriv d and fenr Lip by I\I(j‘ﬂ of the
{ime Leven with the former Abhe:s e+ \Wherein

fome rﬁ:m.: [t to hiis Ngjofiy s i iam Tnd SeTeraili
Autheriry, that we are not rcl.lp[ma Sito the Mije
ries ard Cenfuiicns & Tvranny and Ulurpation, b
sbe fulril svrnice aild (‘L,fws':r:g Contiicances of /s
oli ENEMIES CF THE MONARCHY AND
THE cuch H. Others, Tuoer ir is the Kiut-
dem's Tntevefl i continue roc Suzcellion in its Juc an:
righr Line ;..nd take upon them to thank his Ma-
Tt_ﬂ:}.,Jt}r 15 sl ;u"”:ﬂ‘ K{f};! ‘*.:'.u’r f"ﬁP {’Jfr vl ..JT
Crown inits die cndicrat Coefoop Difcent s and -
dertake to froviFeo shoir Lives co el voe the f\_;uj
Hors i Jav ;“'.'-:: f.“:.'*..,.h‘i‘ G T A d rr ' Lf..n Pt
| i o4

i
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end Fortunes to bis Majefty’s diftefal for this purpofe.
It mufl be aftonifhing as well as furprifing in thofe
Days, that when Petitions had been not oniy dif-
countenanc'd, but forbidden by Proclamarions, Ad-
drefJes {hould fo {oon after be encourag’d and pro-
moted ; efpecially when we confider that the
Petitions were 1n reterence to matters which
every Body underitood, and in relation to things
vherein the Law juftified the Petitioners: YWhere-
as Addrefles refpe&ted Matters which very few
nnderitood, and which the Liw no way authori-
fes private Men to meddle with., and which none
fave a Parliament have Power to decide or deter-
mine. 1If change of Parties in St. Stephens Chappel
make it not aftonifhing to us now to fee a H----fe
of Com-- s treat Gentlemen {o{overely as this has
done for prefenting a legal Petition, when ancther
Houfe has called others to account for expreinin
their Abhorrence ot Petitioning; yet it mul
feem a little ftrange, to {ce thole who promoted
Addrefles to the King to feenure the Intereft of 3
Popifl Succeffor, imprifon {o many Gentlemen of
“Worth and Note in their Country, tor addreiiing
them. and praying in the molt dithcult Times we
ever fell into, that our Religion and Safety may
efteStually be provided for, and that a King, who
under God has preferv’d the Proteltant Religion,
may be enabied ro aflift ins cllies, and coniéquvnrly
prefcrve our Rehigron and Liberties.  But if no-
thing of this be ftrange, 1s it nota little amazing
to comparce fome Mens Proccedings againft o
thers, with thofe Remonitrances to the Nation
cublifh’d in the Houfes of God, where they com-
plain of Eminent Peijuins iing voted Encmies to the
King and Kinrden, +nd addrefs’d againtt to have
them roms’d jrom the King's Cownctl and Prefence,
witont avy Orde or Procefs of Law, any Hearing of
their Defence = WV are fuch Vores and Addrefics
creater Hardfhips in the Reign o a King who
made
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made it his Rule to heap Favours on thofe who
were under the Difpleafure of the Houfe of Com.
mons, than they are uader a Prince, whom the
Commions reckon oblig’d in a manner to comply

with them in all their Defires ?

Aniwer.

Tho' it could not be arbitrary in the King to iffue
forth a Declaration according to Law, ’twas a bigh
Prefumption in the Subject to declave divers Eminent
Perfons to be Enemies to the King and Kingdom,
Oc. for adbering only to Flis Muajesty’s Interest, and
the due Succethon of the Royal Fanily. The Cafe
of thofe Noble Peers was hupely distant from that
of tne Lords lately Impeached, who had Articles in
due Form and Courfe exhibited against 'em for hiah
Crimes end real Mifdemeancurs, not thofe that were
fickitions, and not profecuted for wans of Evidence
and any one that has any rememnorcnee of King
CHARLES the Second, and calls to mind bis
Clearnefs of Wit, and Vivacity of Expreffion, can
never think be §tood in need of a French Orator ro
diftate to bim, or 2 Foreign Amanuen(is to pur
bis Words in duc Form for him. As for the Charge
be lays upon thofe Wortly Gentlemen wlio could ne:
bave compurted the Kentifh Peninoners without «
Majority, I dave affrm that Ten of 'em mever fate
in the Oxtord Parliament; end if the Commons
of England bawe oblig’d his prefent Majesty in the
Grane of All, at least the Chielelt of his Defires,
it is but a reciprocal Obligation that lies upon
Him to gratific them with a Complisice to their
Retuests , that ave mor actrimental to bis Kingly
Authority.

Yrom
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From what I have faid it appears when, and
upon what account the Subject’s Right of Petiti-
oning was run down. Asthe Petitions ofter’d by
the People were for the Sitting of the Parliament,
and that, to have their Religion and Liberty fe-
cur'd in a time of great and manifeft Danger: So
were the dbborrences of thofe Petitions fet a foor,
four Parliaments diffolv’d, the King’s Dzclarasion
containing the Reafon of it publifh’d in Churches,
and the Thanksgivin AddrefTes to his majeﬁy after-
wards procur’d to defeat the Meafures then taken
for the Prefervation of our Religion and to fe-
cure the Duke of 2ork’s peaceable Succeflion to
the Crown. If there be any who confider, That
thofe who have a concern for the Proteftant Reli-
gion, muft apprehend at leaft as much Evil from
K. J. or his Family’s returning now, as from his
Succeflion at that ume, and that as 1t is of as great
Importance to the Affairs of France to have him
on the Throne, or Confufion in England, as then
it was; {o Count Ta---rd muft be asindultrious
in taking Meafures to {erve his Mafter, as Mr.
Bar-.--on was in thofe Days: It muft be a very
melancholy Refleétion to them, to think how
differing the Temper of the Co--=-ns of England
now 1s from what it was then: And to fee the
Power in their Hands, who were in all thofc
Court-mcafures which, ’m afraid, have not yer

had their worft Efteéts.

o Anfwer.

The Commons of England have afted this 145

Seffions fo little favourably to King James his In-
terest , that howfoever induStricus Count 'T'allard

might Ve for His and his Master’s Service, he me:
with wvery ill Succefs ; which convinces me that he
was not fo laviflh of his Louis-d’Ors as our Author

wou!ld
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would intimate, who fecims to be altopether in the
dark, and as foreign from the knowledse of that
M:nister’'s Golden Negotiations, as any man
breazhing. And the King ¢f France bas other Fifh
to trv in the Spanith Territories avout the Succeffion,
than to be at liberty at this time to affert a Prince’s
Titie he hes alrcady relinquif’d in the late Articles of
Peacc, and dsciar’d to be of mno Force Ly bis owning
King Willum. Monficwr Barillon's Induftry to
ferve jis Malter was at a timz when the eyes of alf
our Furope were fix'd on the Inclinacion of this
Court, and cther Princes waited to teketheir beafures
from the Difcoccrics rizat could be made of which
fide England wouid take, that of France er Spain
and the French Minifter of a later date employ’d s
Artifices to bring over fomne Courtiers fo his fide, wi.o
were ncitoer beucst enougir to vefist Temprations, ner
bad Leve enoush to their Prince and Country, net
to forwerd the Intereft of another Monarch by rhe
Treaty of Partition.  Bur as for Engagements made
with Senators, or Gifts diftribured to dram over the
Couniry Party to his Master's fide, not a Refolution
made during this whole Seffion of Parliament has
given the leaét grounds for fuch a Sufpicion, but on
the contrary, bas made appear to «il Chriltendom
that the Exorbirant Greatnefs of Trance was an Eye-
fore to them, and they unanimonfly wvoted fuch Mea-
fures to-be taken as might Strengthen our Alliance
with our old Friend and Confederate the Emperoyr,
and in Conjunition with the States of Holland, enable
bim to make good his Pretenfions to the Deminions
of Sp.xin . which had been in the Auftrian Fa-
mily for fome Ages, and were fraudulently ufurp’d
by a Young Prince of the Houfe of Bourbon.

(Good
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Good-natur'd People, who are as far from
being fulpicious of others, as they are from
evil Defigns themfcives, do, I know, judge
thofe Men too fevere in thenr Cenfures, wlho
think that in the Treatment of the Kentifh Pe-
ritioners there were the {fame Regards and De-
figns that were formerly in their Abborrences and
Addrefles: Or that this was done to guatify
Count Tu---rd, and, by {triking a Terror, to
prevent the People from runnmg univerfally in-
to Petitions and Addrefies, and conjuring up a
Spirit in the Nation which might be very pre-
judicial to his Malter's Affars, “Tis true in-
deed, they do, and muft own, that ’tis hard to
account for the Severity of their Proceedings :
That when the Law has in exprels Words pro-
vided that Peogle may petition the Parliament,
they fhou’d place {uch an Aftront on the Coun-
ty of Kent { I thou’d {ay the whole Kingdom of
England) and to imprifon their Delegates after
the manner they did. If every TPart of the Pe-
tition was not {o nicely worded as they wou’d
have it, wou’d it not be fuflicient toreprove
them for it 2 Wou’d no lefs Punithment than
Imprifonment do? If anyof their own Members
be at any time tax’d for ipeaking amifs, they are
(uffer’d to explain themielves ; why fhould not
they allow others to do the fame? If there
was any thing in the Peution which the Houle
thought a Refleétion, one of the Gentlemen
told Sir Zhe--#s Ogl--rp, they wow’d declare at
the Bar of the Houle that ‘twas what they did
not defign, and wou’d ask Pardon fcr it ; but
nothing wou’d {erve that Plenipotentiary’s turn
but to have them declare that they were forry
for prefenting the Petition, which they never

wou'd do.
Anfw. PPhatever he means 6y good-natn’d
People, 7t 25 not my Bufinefs to explain, but I dare
IS affirm
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affirm that any Perfon of lefs Simplicity than .
mere Natural, with half an Ese can find out the
fame Pernicions Defigns, as were in the Petitions to
King Charles the Firft, and might have bad the
fame Confequences in creating a Mifunderffanding
between King and People, had not the Prudence of
our Senators timely preventedthe [preading of the
Difeafe, like Skilful Surgeons that make ufe of
Pasnful Remedies, [uch as Amputations to ffop the
Progrefs of the Gangrene--- Ne pars {incera tra-
hatur, leff ir [bould diffufe it [felf amidft the V.
tals, and occafion the Death of their Patient, The
Abborrences 1» King Charles the 2d's Time did
not aim at the Diminution (or rather Suppreffion)
of the Legiflative Authority, but were for the Ad-
vancement and Increafe of it, they made the Pro-
fperity of the King, the Succefs of the People, and
interwove the Prercgative with the Immunnities of
the Srbjelt 5 when thar which 15 now brought as an
Inffance before us was for placing the whole A
thority in the Pecple that (et it, and imprdent)
affuryd the Liderty of Adviling thofe whom the

oxld {eek Advice from, as they did in a manier
declare War, and c¢ry omt, To your Tents, O
Ifrael. Nowthe Queftion 15, whether Count Ta-
lard’s Lovis d’ O’rs bad taken their Progrefs ints
Kent, saffead of making a Vifir to St. Stephen’
Corappel ( 25 our Author wonld perfwade the 1707)d)
for st's as clear as the Light it [elf, to e the 0
way to fet theNation together by theFEars and creats
Inteftine Divifions,was to advance a Propofition tha
one Third of ’en did not think advifable for thei
Safety 5 and found the Trumpet for a War, whe:
tney weve ye: langmifhing under the Effells of i,
and were fo far from teins recover'd 1o rheir
former State of Health 5)} a Peace, that the pre-
fent Tranquility we enjoy, muff bave (ome Tew

I

contingance before we ean be perfeltly able to 14f
rae Swests of it
Tha
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That which gave offence was, calling
theiv  Addreffes Loyal: If they were Loyal,
itcoud be no Refle&ion to call them fo; if
they were not, they had Reafon I confefs ‘to
think it a Jeer, and at the fame time they ought
ro confefs that twas what they deferv’d. 1Itis
moft certain, that the Defign of the Gentlemen
who fign’d that Petition, was to f{erve their
Country by it, which they did efﬁe&ually: the
Methods then that they made ufe of muft be
{uch as they thought propereft for that end ;
wherefore the Gouodnefs and Sincerity of their
Intentions muft filence every thing that can be
(1id againft their way of exprefling themfelves.

Anlw. Men are apt to make a Judgment of the
Sincerity of Peeple’s Intentions from their Ex-
preffions, and where undutiful #ords are made
afe of, there, we may prefume, are fome Defigns of
falling from QObedience. Tbe Epithet LOYAL
was given to the Parliament Addreffes by way of
IRONY, not as if they were not allually [o, and
fbew’d the Defign of the Kentifh Petitioners was to
defame “em, by [aying as wnch as, their Hearts
were open and ready to make His Majefty a
Tendes of their Obedience, but their Purfes
were fhut, and contradiéted their fair Speeches
by refufing to give him Aflldtance. If this ve
aot an indecent Refleltion upon the Honosur of Par-
liaments, let the Pamphleteer tell me what 15, and
if he can produce an Inftance of [o contamacions a
Nature amidft any of thofe Rcverentsal Addrefles
which he call’s Abhorrences, Ll fairly own my
[elf in the wrong, and [ubfcribe to the Truth of
what be lays down for ungueflionable Verity, |

The Cenfure of the Commons is very {evere,
they tell us the Petition is fcandalons, irfolent,
(editioxs, tending to defiroy the Conffitution of Par-
liament, and (wbvert the eftabiifh’d Government of
tvis Realm. By the Harfhnefs of the Exprefiions,

a
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2 Man wou'd think that this Petition were ap
Addrels to a King, or a Remonftrance thay
chate’d tim with a felonious Cenfpiracy | or
making a Treaty in its own Nature umnff.  How
can it be " fcandalous or infolent for {0 confidera-
ble a Branch of the Ewzlifb Nation to prefent
an humble Petition to their Df‘ffgﬁte.f, and pray
theiv Artorneys ( as Members were formerly
call’d) to take care of the Bufinefs they intruft-
ed them with? How can 1t be fed:tions to fhew
an extraordinary and unparalleii’d Zeal for the
King, to pray that he may be enabled to 4/
St bis Allzes, and that God may long continue bis
propitions and unblemifp’d Reign over ¢ How
can 1t tead todeffroythe Conflititian of Parliament,

#d  (ubyert the effablifp’d Government of  this
Realm, to pray to have thole things done,
whiiich are abfolutely neceffary to prevent our
falling into the hands of thole Enemies who
will certainly deftroy the Cenftitation of Parlis-
meent, and [ubvert the eftablifb d Govermmeit of
this Realm. The lait Weffminfter Parliament in
the Retun of K Charles 11. Refolv’d, Newisc
Contradicente, (as 1 obfervd before) Thar 1
tredace Petitioning as a Violation of Dty and to
reprefest it to his Myefty as tumaltiions and fe-
dicigzze, 15 to betray the Liverty of the Srbjeit, and
consvibates to the Defign of fubverting the artici:
legal Conffirztson of this Kingdom, axd introduciiy
Arbserary Power.  This Pariiament reflclves, thae
the Kexr:/b Petition tends to deffioy the Con-
Ptuticnof Pavliaments, andto (uCuert the (ffﬁ:é‘/{/ﬁ-
ed Gozvermmens ¢f this Realm, °Tis very trangc
that to tradsce Petitiozing, and ro potition fhou's
hoth tezd to [wbvert the Conftitution,

Anlw. T&: Refolztion of tie Commons in Refe-
reice to toe Petirion was fo weceflary at that jun-
e, trar gt could a0t be rax’d wirh Severity,
frsce it prevested the Nation from ent ?t'?gpz'f?m

lcii
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Plots and Parties, and confederating for each o-
thers imaginary Security 5 and the Expreffions in it
are much more unblameable, than what was made ufe
of in the Remon'france it Cenfur’d 5 and the Coun-
ty of Kent bave made themfelves (o Inconfidera-
ble a Part of the Nation &y the Prefcrtment of it,
that it wis requifite thofe Gentlemen wio reprefent-
ed the Whole [bos'd let *em bnow it. I's a war-
rantable thing to pray for his Majeffy, but it's
certainly umnft and anmannerly to revile the Re-
prefentatives of bis Subjelts, it cannot be feditions
to (end up Euntreaties to Heaven ro prefevve the effa-
blif’d Government | but it looks like fomething of
the [ame mutizons Complexiorn, to give Hints sn &
Petition as if it were iz danger, and difguier the
Minds of the People by acquainting ’em, that
Matters were not fairly carried, woaei the Seffion
has concluded with all tmaginavte Advanrage to the
Publich | by the Pradent Management of our Wife
Reprefentatives,

If it be the undoubted Right of the Subjet to
petition, ‘twill be very eafy to determin which
of the two Refolutions is righteft; and if we com-
pare the former Inclinations of a Party with their
lare Proceedings, ‘twill be evident to us, how
the laft Refolitien happens to be wronz., Bu:
tis faid  that theve is {ome thing particular in
the Petition, which juftitics this Refolution ; the
Petition direéts the Houfle of Commons, and
tells them what they fhall do; this, they {ay,

is infolent, and tends to dejfioy the Cosfiitution of
Parliament, and to [rbvert the efiablifh d Govern-
ment of this Realr, Very fuange! Can any
Man or Body of Men ofler a Petitien to o:hers,
that is not }i:bie to the fame Cenfure? Does
not thewr Petitiomng plainly fay, that they
think themfelves aggrievid?  Docs not their
Prayer direét thofe to whom they addrefs, what
they are to do 2 But how this Pririon of the

Grand
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Grand Jury, Jufticesof Peace, and Freeholdess
of the County of Kent, can be faid to tesd 1o
deftroy the Conftitution of Parliament, and to [ub-
vert the effablif’d Goversment of this Realn, is
to me very difficuit to conceive.

Anfw. It’s the Subjetts undonbted Right to Peti-
NiOn, but not to make ufe of Wordsthat [bew bim
Supersor tothe Power he makes Addrefsto, and de-
rogate from their Authority whom be begs Affiffaice
from. They were ot Imprifon’d for Petitioning,
but taking the Pofts of thofe Gentlemen the Petitios
was given to, and Ufurping a Freedom of Speech
which is not Tolerated in any Perfon that is not a
Mensber of that Venerable Affembly. If their Re-
prefentatives were wnot Wifer than themfelves, Why
did they Chufe’ens ?  If they were nor above being
Direlied, and Capabie of making Provifion for the
Security of the Publick, Why were they Entrufted
with the Prefervatior of their Liberties and all that
was Valuable to Aen, as Rational Creatures ?

Had this indeed , which is an humble Pe-
tizzon, carry’d Authority and Power in it;
had they pretended to a Right to com-
mand the lloufe of Commons to do what
they woud have them, T cannot {ee how
even {uch an affuming Addrefs as this cou’d
bring our Cenftitution into any great hazard,
Shou’d the whole Freeholders of the County of
Keat yoin unamimoufly in {uch an Addrefs, yet
weu'd the Power and Auitherity of the Repre-
fentatives of the Freemen of Erxgland, and the
Coufistntionof Parliament, veft very {ecure 1a the
tudgment of the reft of the People, who wou’d
rever juitfy fuch an Ulurp’d Authority. An
ufurp'd Authorirty Icall 1, and muft (ubicribe to
tnat, as what I take to be very moderate and
uft, which Colonel Afgerron Sidiiey fays in that

Yifcourie which colt him his Litey I belicve,
iayshe, that the Powersof every Cesity, C:'ermzr!
orﬂ
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Borosten o) England, are regulated by the Gene-
val Law to which they bave all confented, and by
which they are all made Members of one Politic.d
Body--- Among s every County does not make a di-

intt Body, /'ag.z?;fng in it felf a Sovereign Power,
but is a Member of thar great Body woich compre-
Lends the whole Nation. “Tis nor therefore for
KENT or SUSSEX, LEWIS or MAIDSTONE,
but for the whole Naticn tkat the Members chofes
inthofe Places are [ext to [erve in Parliament
And tho’ it be fit for them as Friends and Neigh-
bours ( [0 far g5 may be) to bearken to the Opini-
ous of the FElettors for the Information of toeir
j’gd‘gmem_ﬁ', :z:zd [0 t!ﬁf ﬁ?d r/a.:zr W/Mt Ilyej _//'.:.4‘2’/! ﬁ:_y .
may be of more weight, when cvery one is know: nut
to [peak bis own Thosghts only, but thofe of 2 greas
Nrmber of Men; yer they are not firictly and pro-
perly oblig’d to give accorat of their Altions to any,
snlefs the whole Body of the Natioh for which they
frve, andwho are equally cozceri’d in their Refo.
lutions, couxd be affewnil’d, This being tmpraltica-
ble, the only Pumflment to wuich they are [ufyelf,
if they betray their Truft, s SCORN, INFAMY,
HATRED, AND .«N ASSURANCE OF BE-
ING REFECTED WHEN THET SHALL A-
GAIN SEEK THE SAME HONOUR.

Anfw. But [wppefe this Humble Feution 4f-
[um’d a Power whieh did not belonzs to Petiticiers
(a5 it abtually did) where was the fawlt of [uppref-
fing it 2 Suppofe it bad no [uch thing = Humilicy
in it, but on the comtrary was Arrogant and Pre-
(umptnons, and tended to the creation of Fealowfies,
amongt bis Mujefty's good Subjells, wiy fhenld it
sot ke [aid to tend to deftroy the Conftitution of
Parliaments, and to {ubveit the eltabiifh’d Go-
vernment of this Realm? Woar bas been doue,
may be done again, and there are (ome Lving thar
bave [een a Civil War [pring from the [ame be-
ginnings, and canwitaefs [2cn Hinmbie Proceedings

o’
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as thefe bave occafion’d [nuch Lifolence as is ot to be
Parallell'd in Hifiory, and (uch difrefpett toCrowi'd
Head:, a5 to Condemn Sacred Majcfey as the Vileft
Crimminal, azd turn Decency and Order into the
greateft Confufion.  As for Algerrnoon Sidney’s Sy-
ftem of Govermmeit | it probably may pleafe any one
that is crept into the f[ame difconteqted Republics
Party, but what he [avs bas [ittle weight with me, |
fball therefore only male this Obfervacion, that it';
70 d:fgrace to 2 Caufe, to have an Advocate for a

declarcd Traitor who [uffer'd the Pains of Deat),
for bisTreafon: write againft it, onr it makes for the
Horosr of the Proceedings in Parliament, that they
~ran Ceunter to OCEANAS and Faltions DIS-
COURSES OF GOVERNMENT.

Bur tho’ a part of the Frecholders of Eu-
gland cannot mmpofe their Commands on the
Repre.entatives of the Whole, yet may they
reprefent any private or publick Grievance;
nor canl fee how the doing this can tend
to deltroy the Confliturion of Parliamenr. The
Meaning of thofe who tell us chat 1t does,
muit be this, that {ome People’s complain-
ing 11 behaif of thePublick, mav probably inflo-
ence others. and thus occaiion Petstions from all
Par:s of the Kingdom. Whart if 1t fhou’d do {o?
Wharat far the greater part of the Freemen
and Freeholders of Exgland fhou’d fend Petsti-
o2s, and vevrelent pubdlick Grievances; how
can this tend o deftroy the Conftitution of Par-
Liamen: 2 I there be any Law which forbids the
People o addreis, or gwve any Inftruétions to
their Delerates, the doing {o muft be own'd to

e acainit Law ; but usnet a Trefpafs, which
( ro ipeak 1n the Phrafe of a certain Patriot ) can
pill zp e ConFitution 5y the Rocts.

Arnfw, It a Part of the Freeholders of Ewg-
Lind canno: impote their Commands on the Re-
prefeptatives of the whole, why fhould not the

Gonnty
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Connty of Kent fall sunder the Honfe's Difpleafure
for Attempting it, and if they Reprefent Grievances
by way of Upbraiding their Superiors for not Re-
dreffing “em where is the Infringment of the Liberties
of the Subjett if they are Punifbed for fo dorng ?
But bere were no (#ch things as Grievances (aid be-
fore “em, they wanted a War thar others might be
Agfrfezz}d, and were wearied with a Peace, that
had kept "em (omething more Honeft than ordinary
for three whole Years.

But we are told, that by the Conftitution
of our Parliament, the Members are left to
the Freedom of their own Debates, and are
to aét without Contdul; they therefore
who take upon them to intermeddle in their
Bufinefs , invade that Freedom, and con-
fequently our Conftitution. They who tell us
that the Reprefentatives of the Freemen cf
England have {uch a Freedom as this, and
are to a&t without Controul, cannot ({ure
mean that they have delegated their whole Pow-
er to them, f{o that ’tis free for them to do
whatever they pleafe, without any regard to the
Inclinations or Intereft of thole who employ
them. °'Tis not to be {upposd that he who
takes what Servant he pleafes, is oblig’d to fuffer
him to do what he pleafes. The Knights, Citi-
zens, and Burgefles, {ent by the People of Exng-
land to ferve in Parliament, have a Truft re-
pofed in them, which if they fthould manifeftly
betray, the People, in whom the Power is more
perfeétly and fully than in therr Delegates, muit
have a Right to help and preferve themfelves.
Were not this fo, the Condition of thofe who
a&t by Delegates, would be worfe, and their
Freedom lefs than that of other States; which }
think i1s not fo in the reckoning of Mankird.

An{w. The Knights, Citizens and Burgeffes,
ere [ent by the People of E:;.gland te fecure rf:-.:' )

r'f...
*".'.r'.ufr* 'H" -
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Likerties in Parliament, and take care that the vefpe-
&tve Places they are chofen for do not [uffer in the
Lofs of their Immanities,or gar want of a due Regard
to their Cuftoms and Priviledges, They are a fort of
Champions that wndertake onr Defence, and efponfe
onr Casfe, and are as much Superior to thofe they
affiff with their Conncils, &c. @ e that makes the
Law is to bim that is direfled by st, or a Perfon
proteGted ro bim that give's bim Proteétion, and
whatever may be meant by calling tnem the Peoples
Servants, #:s certain they are the Peoples Malters
by their own AF and Choice, and may keep ¢m nnder
fuch Rules of Government as [eem moft advifeable
to the guidance of right Reafon, and the direltion
of Wifdom and Fuftice.

The Achaians, Etolians, Latins, Samuites, and
Tufcass, formerly did, as now the United Pro-
vinces of the Netherlands, the Switfers, and Gr:-
fons do, tranfa& all things relating to their Aflo-
ciatiens by Delegates; The Athenians, Cartha-
genians, and Romans kept, as the Venetians, Ge-
soefes, and Lucchefes do now, thePower in their
own hands. Thefe all, as the above-nam’d Ho-
nourabie Author obferves, were and are equally
free. But ‘twould, I think, be very improper
to reckon them fo, unlels we f{uppos’d that the
Power committed to their Zr#ffees remain’d ftiil
1n then.

Anfw. A Free State (as Itale it ) is a [ort of
& Convonwealth that is not Goverw'd by a King, but
s1ral’d by Laws that are not Monarchical, [uch s
Hambuigh 4id other Hans Towns, aind was what
Zfr. Sidney drove at in Lis pefilent Schemes re-
laring ro Government. Muerefore the Authoritses
be wmakes #fe of from the abovemention’d Autior
are ncr pertin€nt io0 the Bafincfs in Hand, fince they
are recited to Jultify what they were ncr written 15
vindicarien «F, and are brought in to Aflert what

was never aniezded by them.
That
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That the Power arifes and is fix’d here, and
that the Delegates reckon themfelves oblig’d
ro follow the Direltions of thofe who chufe
them, is evident from the praftice of orher
Countries, whoie Governments had the fame Q-
rigin with that of England. The IDepurties or
Procuradores of the f{everal Parts of Csffile, did
in the Cortez held at Madrid, in the beginning
of Charles the Fifth's Reign, excufe themfelves
from giving the Supplys he defir’d, becaufe they
had receiv'd no Orders in that Particular from
the Towns that {ent them ; and afterwards re-
ceiving exprefs Orders nos to do it, they gave
His Majefty a flat denial, The like was fregitent-
Iy done during the Reigns of that Great Prince,
and of his Son Philip the Second. The fame
way was taken in France, as long as there were
any General Aflemblies of Eftates; and if it do
not ftill continue, ’tis becaufe there are none.
Fer no Man who underftood the Affairs of that
Kingdom, did ever deny, that the Deputies were
orll)lig’d tc follow the Orders of thole who f{ent
tnem.

Anfw. If Ichufe a Perfon for my CommilJioner
in any Affasr, and rcf:}:& np the management of nsy
Intereft entively to bis difcretion, I inveft bim with
the Power Ibad of doing Fuftice to my felf, and
bave it no longer 1n my Breaff to propofe terms cof
Agreement, &c. I muft [tand by bis Decifion in
the matter, and bold my [elf contented with what-
[oever Fudgment be (hall make. 1 mayindeed lay
forth the %ﬁrdfkip of my Cafe, and propofe it to
bis Confideration, but I cannot enforce bsm to aff
altogetber in my favonr, and without any regard
to Impartiality, decide the matter he is entruffed.
with, romy Advantage. The [ame may be done by
Countys and Burroughs at the Choice of their Kea
prefentatives, who may be veminded of the feve-
ral Grievances the refpeflive Corporarsons lie under;

b3
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but not by way of Command to redrefs e'm, but by
way of entreaty, and in a dutiful manner that le-
comes Supplicants to petition for Favours they
ftand in need of.

In the General Affembly of Eftates held at
Bloys in the time of Henry the Third, Bodis, then
Deputy for the Third Eftate of Vermandoss, by
their particular Order, propos'd fo many things
as took up 2 good part of their time. Other
Deputies alledg’d no other Reafon for many
things faid and done by them, than that they
were commanded {0 to do by their Superiors,
Thefe General Affemblies being laid afide, the
fame Cuitom is ftill ufed in the lefler Aflemblies
of Eftates in Langnsedoc and Brittany. The Depu-
ties cannot, without the infamy of betraying
their Truft and fear of Punifhment, recede from
the Orders given by their Principals. The fame
Method is every day prattis’d in the Diets of
Germany; the Princes and great Lords, who
have their places in their own Rights, may do
vwhat they pleafe ; but theDeputies of the Cities
wuit foilow fuch Orders as they receive. The
Hiltonies of Denmark , Sweden, Poland and Bo-
bemmia, telft:fy the fame things,

Anlw. Toz General Affensbly of Eftates bheld at
Bloys, are ot govern’d by the [ume Laws and
Coftorns as ogr Parliaments ar Weltminfter, and
s2 an Abfolste Adonarchy as that of France s,
(Bonld there be aisy thing that look'd like Tyranny in
thr Prince. it maff be born with Patience by the
Peovle. Some Particular grievances iu relation to
tbe Corraption of bis Officers might be laid forth 1z
! Probability 6y Bodin, but they durft go no bigh-
er in Henry the 3d's Time ;5 or take the Courage as
the Patriots in osr Days do of advifing their Prince
bimfelf, -ard [earching into the suoff [ecrer Tranf-
ailiors of  State, for tbe Secarity of the People:
Ficir late Conference held with the Houfe of Lerd:

£
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(5 relation 1o the Impmcbmant;:fiw; a4 noble snffance
| of their Greatne[s of Soul, and [bews that the Old
 Britifh Conrase i reviv’d among ‘em, and that
| they not only dare to ftand np for the Rights of the
| the Commons, but perfsft in their Refolstions of
{ appofing the Defigns of thofe whofe Power in former
| Reigns bas been [0 exorbitant, as more than once to
 have treated Inferioc Subjelts like Slaves, and
\(rample under Foot the very Prerogatives of Prin-
 ces.
This appears to have been the Conftirution of
England,  Formerly, {ays my Lord Coke, in the
Writs to the Sheriffs for the eleltion of Commons,
the King fignified thar by the Advice of bis Council
be called them together abont fome weighty Affasrs,
that concern’d bimfelf, the State and Defence of bis
ingdom of England, and the F. Church, and re-
vired them to chafe [ich Men as would promote
wfe Affairs 5 that for want of fuch a Power, and
b an improvident Election, the aforefaid Bufinefs
ight not be lefr wadone. The Bufinels that re-
uir’d their meeting was publifh’'d i the Writs,
hat the Commons and Freemen might confider
hat they thought convenient to have done,
d that they might chufe proper Delegates, and
frect them as tiiey thought fir. This 1 rake to
e the Realon why ’twas abways the Cuftom at
:meeting todeclare the canfe of Parliament, which
antient time, ([ayshe) was (hew'd in the Cham-
r de peint, ¢r St. Edward’s Chamber: That
e Perfons ele€ted being more fully inform’d of
e Bufine(s to be- tranfafted by them, might
able to give their relpeétive Countries timely
formation of it, in ‘order to receive their Di-
tions therein.  In this Opinion we may be
mrm’d by what that Great Sage of the Law
sus in another place. « When auny new Device
propos’d on the King’s bébalf, {ays he, the Com-
w may anfwer, That tendred the Kirg’s Effate,

and
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andthey are ready to aid the fame, only in thy
new Device they dare not agree without Confereace
with their Countries,

Anfw, My Lord Coke in bis Inftirations by (o
ing formerly things were manag’d fo and fo, does
not Affirm matters ought to run in the [ame Chaunel

now. Formerly Rebels dar’d Affront the Legifia
tive Authorsty, take Arms againft their King, and
lay violent hands upon God's Ancinted; but ful
Prattices are out of door at this time of day, and
ough: not to be made ufe of as Precedents for .
multuoys Proceedings, There is no reafon becay)
Ruffs and Farthizgals were made ufe of in g
Dueer Bels ber days, that the Ladies (bould dref
themfelves afier that Antique Fafhion now. On
Edwards and osr Henrys szi 20 Lewis the 14l
to deal with, to oppofe thesr Defigns a5 foon as IZ{;
were made knownto bim, and might let the Subjil
know, Gy the Writ be was Elefled by, what bufiny
was t0 be done in Parliament 5 but Times are alter’
fince their days, and Politicks bave quite anoth
fort of Appearance. Our Senators are call’d i
vy His Adzjefty s Wrir ad Confulendum in Ara:
Regni Negotiis, to confxlt about Marters cof b
Importance, which are of too great moment 10
sade Publick o otheywife than the Commons 1l
felves at every Seffton fhall think fit.

Since then 1n our @ontticution the Deleg:
of the People have reckoned that they hi
Truft reposd in them by thofe whom they
vrelented, and that they were oblig’d to m
their Will the rule of their A&ions ;5 ‘twill
very hard to conceive how it can tend to
{troy this Coenftiturion, to pray them to bave
Zavd to the Voice of the People. 1f they fait
Iy difcharge the Truft repos'd in them by
Country, ‘twill be impofficle at any time 1o
cure a Petition fighed by {uch 2 numbcr of !
tlemen asthofe of the County of Keant, ¢
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miy any ways feem to arraign their Proceed-
ings 3 but if their Management bring them un-
der the fufpicion of the Nation, the People,
vhohave a right to preferve themf{elves, muft
be allow’d a Liberty, to let them know in civil
and refpe@ful Terms what is the Voice of the
People, and what they think the Neceflitys of
e Publick. Infuch a cafe ’tis impoflible for
1 to reprefent the Publick Grievances together;
ome therefore muft begin, and they who ad-
‘drefs firft, when there 1sa good reafon for ir,
deferve the Thanks of the Whole. "Twas im-
poffible that fuch a confiderable Body of Gentle-
men as the Kentifh Petitioners {hould confpire
wgether to affront the Houle of Commons; they
knew what they did was done 1n the Eyes and
Facc of the Nation, that fuch an At of folly
and madnefs muft bring 'em 1into the loweft de-
oree of Contempt with the People of Exngland,
They thought therefore what they did was a Du-
iy which they ow’d their Country in that great
and nice Jun&ure; whether it was fo or no,
will appear from

Anfw. The voice of a Particular Community of
People, or a [elet Body chofen ont of a Connty,
muft not be under[tood as if the whole Nation joyw'd
with them in their defires, or reckon’d the Voice
of the People in Generale  Each Particular Mem-
ber of the Hononrable Flonfe of Commens has a Truft
reposd in bim, for the Preféervation of the Rights
wgfda belong to each diftinlt County, City, or
Burrough, a»d if the In abitants of the [aid Places
think themfelves aggriev’d, they ought to Addrefs
them(elves only ro thofe Knights, Ciuzens, or Bur-
selles, they have bad the more immediate Choice
of, not Petition, or ( in more adequate Terms )
complain againft the whole Houfe for tbeir want of
Faremﬂ, 11 10t p?evmrfﬁg tbofe Inconveniencies ﬁ'}f_y
fancy themfelves threatned with.  Mr. Meredith,

¢5iC
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onz of the Knights of the Shire for the County g
Kent, told ’em: the ill Confequences, and how i
wonld be refented by the Houfe, nay further, re-
fas'd to deliver the Ferition to the Honfe, for fear of
the difpleafure of that Auguft Affembly, and per-
fifted in bis Refulal, till be was threaten’d by one of
the Petstioners as a Betrayer of his Country, and
ssnworthy to be their Reprefentative; and had it bees
their Duty to alt in [uch a manner, fuch a Conf.
deravle Majority of the Honfe, who bad no Perfona]
Esmity againft either of the hve Envoys, wosld
bave [carce concurr'd in the Order for their Im-
prifonmernt 5 and His Maefty bimfelf, whofe Fu-
ftice even the moft pre[umptnons Arrogance canmot
difpute, would never bave given Command to bave
them [ftruck out of the Lientenancy, and Commiffion
of the Peace, as Mr. Secretary Vernon told the
Hosufe be bad.

The third and laft Member of this Difcourfe,
which 1s te thew what Realons thofe Gentlemen
had to petition.

"T'was rotorious to them, a2nd all the World,
that our Affairs were at that time in a very dan-
gerous and melancholy Pofture. They knew
that Fraice has a long time aim’d at the Univer-
{al Monarchy: That as the has Maxims in het
Governimment which are very well calculated for
fuch great Defigns, fo by her carrying on a Ten
years War againft the powerful States confede-
rated againit her, they {aw that fhe has Force
to {upport her in her Enterprizes. If her Pow-
er was formidable when fhe match’d us only
in her own Strength, it muft be very ternible to
fee her ftrengthen’d with the Union of no lefsa
Power than that, which two Ages before gra(p’d
likewife at the Empire of the Univerfe. "?'is
true indeed, thofe Dominions were not be-
gueath’d to her ; but being given to one of the

Houfe of Bowxrben, who muft live under the
Guar-
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Guardianfhip, be prote&ed by the Power, and
governd by the Councils of France, the muit
neceflarily and of courfe have the jame com-
mand over thewr Wealth and I'orce, that fhe had
over her own. This was an early Effe&t of the
Spamard’'s Will 5 for tho’ in the beginning the
French Party among us endeavour d to make us
believe, that France would be 11 no better Con-
dition than'twas before, becaufe the Duke of
Amon would forget his Father's Houfe, and be
govern'd only by Spanifh Councils ; yet the con-
traty was evident at the Time thofle Gentlemen
deliver'd that Petition.

An(w. Having wvery methodically confider’d, or
in bis own words deliver’ dfbis Opinion concerning the
two forft Parts of the Text that bas {all'n under onr
Otfervation, he apply's bimfelf to make out the Third
with the f[ame Clearnefs and Perfpicsity of Thought.
'Twas notorious, f4ys be, to them and the whole
World, thar France had a long while aim'd at
the Univer{al Monarchy, ¢&c. #ny then did not
the whole World rife up in Arms to oppofe it ?
Where was the Neceffity that we alone of all the
Chriftian States fbosld firft take an Alarmm at ber
Defigns, and break thole Tyes of a perpermzylfriend— |
fbip which we were engag’d in by the late Treaty of
Peace to the moft Chriftian King? Were we more in
danger than thofe upon the [ame Continent withs hims,
or lefs Powerful to prevemt bis Defigns than fome
Princes of Germany, whafe neareft Concerns was
to make Provifion againft any joﬁféfﬁ'{) of fuch
Enterprizes 2 The Emperor sndeed had fome rea-
fon for making Armaments, and endesvouring to
perfwade other Princes to enter into Alliances with
Him 5 He was more smmediately related to the laie
King of Spain, was of a Family which had given

Soveraigns to that Grear Monarchy for [everal
Years, and thought bimfelf bighly injur'd by a Wi,
which if gensine, was made agamft bis Intereff m;d

M tneé
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the moft flrict Ayreements between the moff Ca.
tholick King and bimfelf, if filtitions, was a Viola-
tion of the Right of Kings. Bat we had nothing 1o
do with the Quarrel, we were well aflur’d weiad
no Legacies left ro 125, and no Pretenfions to make o;
okr Parts, we were fecur’d by our Eleets waich are
the Bulwarks of the Nation; and the Parliament bad
beenliberal in building of Ships, and [upplying Hi
Maugefty to Man the Royal Navy, that tho’ it was
not osr Bufinefs to begin a Rupture, it was in osr
Pover to defend our [elves, (ecure osr Navigation,
and Trade, and maintain the Rights of Commerce
with all Parts of the Earth.

They faw that the Alanefe was deliver’d up
to her; that the ftrong Holds of the Spanif)
Netherlands, which we have a long time rec-
kon’d the Bulwark of England, and have
fpent vaft Treafure and Blood to keep them
out of her Hands, were all in the pofleflion
of her Troops : And not only {o, but that
the Adminiftration of all the Affairs of Spais
were given up to her. Befides this, they faw
how greata Breach has been made in the Prote-
ftant Religion fince the beginning of the latt
Age: That the Kingdom of Bobemsia, which
was almoft wholly Proteftant, is now intirely
Popifh: That in Polend, Auftria, and Moravia,
the Proteftants who were a Moiety of the Peo-
ple, are utterly deftroy’d: That their Deftru-
¢tion 1s almolt compleated in Hungary: That
the Newburgers from zealous Proteftants, are
turn’d deadly Enemies of the Proteftant Reli-
%ion : That the Palatinates are wafted with Per-
ecution, and the Szxons their Neighbours are {0
far from being able to fuccour them, that they
are in danger from their own Prince: Thatin
France where they were powerful enough 10 car-
ty on {everal great Civil Wars; and in Piedmox
where therr Numbers were much greater in pro-

POSLIOT
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portion to the Countries; and in Flandere, Ba.
varsa, Bamburgh, Cologn, Wartzbwurgh, and Worns s,
where they were very numerous, their Religion
is totally extinguifh’d.
Anfw. The Milanefe are fo far from being poflaf'd
by the Brench, that they will not as wnch as permit 4

krench Garrifon in any one Place, and rhe Capital
of it has lately given [uch an Aufwer by its Senators
to Prince Vaudemont, that st will vatber be at the
Expence of raifing the Militia, than ever it (ball,
s true indeed, the Town of Mantua bas 4 French

| Governour in it, and the Duke of that Name, is

apparently in the Interefts of that Kingdom, that the
firong Holds in the Spanifh Netherlands, are Gar-
rifow’d &y the moff Chriftian King but his Troops are
towithdy aw npon his Royal word, as foon as the [aid
Towns (hall be put into a Polfure of Defence,and the
Spanifh Army compleated and made Capable of pre-
venting any Infults on their Fromtiers, As for the Af-

fairs of Religion, things are in the [ame Condition

in Poland, Auftria and Moravia, as they were be-

fore His prefent Muajefty King William’s Aeceffion

to toe Throne, and fince no noife was made on onr

fide in Relation to the Perfecution in the Palatinate

before the King Spain's Death, why fhould we bring
that in a5 4 Reafon for War, efpecially at 2 Time
when it is %ﬂawn that the Eletfor Palatine has de-

clar'd for bis Imperial Majefty's Intereft. If be

wad nor forgotten the Difgrace at the Ifland of Rhe,
he woutd never have made mention of the Pro-

teftants in France, we have often times attempt-
ed their. Relief to our Coff, and onr E?zterfrz-
xes in Favonr of the late King of Bohemia, have

been attended with [uch a feries of Misfortunes
and fuch pernicions Confequences, that might oblige

us t0 give 0ver ony Deﬁfm of interfering with otver
Prince’s Affairs, and wholly apply onr felves to onr
oW,

All
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All this was a very melancho'iy view; ahd
thar which made it more fo, was tO conlides
that France ( which out of regard to her own

" Intereft, the greateft and indeed onty Obliga.
tion in the World to her, was cbitg'd by all
means pofible to deftroy the Northern Herefy,
{he having made this the Foundation on which
dhe built her Hopes of tmverfal Menarchy )
wias now in a new Friendfhip and Alliance
with the ferceft Zealots of the Church of
Rome; the Spanifh Clergy, Men whom ‘twas
her bufinefs to gratify, and whom fhe could nct
gratify more than by conrriving {everer Methods
to tarture and deftroy Hereticks.

An{w. The Profpe& is Aelancholy enongh, thar’s
certain, and we ought to commiiferate the Sufferings
of our fellow Creatures, bxt did any of the reform’d
Church iz Poland, Auftria or Moravia, come to
orr Affiflance in the many Dangers our Religion b
evtricated it [elf from? Did the Newburgheis

Jeid azs aizy Ships ar Ferces in the Spanifh Invafion,

v the [Iugenots iz France rife #p I8 frms wheit
t52ir Ling was Arming againft ws, and iz conpantli-
o= with the late King Yames, wac advifing what
Alzoafzres 1o take in arder to vob us of wsr Libeities,
rzd all that was dear ro us? The Spanifh Clergy,
tis own'd, are great Bigots and Devotees to 6
Sce of Rome, but the prefemt Frecch King 15 not

{0 durifal @ Son of the Chzvech as to give bis Enpli-

it chedience to thar Holy Mother, where it is ne

“or bis Interefts 5 and fince toere is 7o Inquifition

. EFrance, and éj bis orst Wbrdr, IFrench Cuftom:

are Dkely to be Introduc’d into Spam, = #/f Pro-

Eatiliry the Inquilitor General vifi lofe w5 Office,

wed there will be o [#ch Court beld iz Philip the
sth  Dawminiers. Which fappofition may already
feera to be verify'd in the Inquifttor General's being

i Diforace at the Couit of Madrid, for his Con-

foderzcy with the Emperor’s Party, who is knows
0
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to be the greateft Bigot to the Romifh Superfition
of any, Prince in Chriftendam.

In {uch a Junfure as this, ’twas eafy for 2
very weak Capacity to fee what it imported
England to do in order to fecure her own and
Enrape’s Liberties, and to prevent the utter ex-
tirpation of the Proteftant Religion both at
home and abroad. ’'Twas evident that Fraree,
which had made {uch Advances already, wanted
nothing to make {ure of the Univerfal Monarchy,
but only to confirm her {elf in the Dominions
of Spasn 5 and as evident it was that every day
fhe continu’d unmolefted in her new Acquifiti-
ons, her ftrength muft grow prodicioufly, fo
that 1n a little time it muﬁ be injupportable, In
that Cale fhe had leifure and opportunity to fet-
tle her new Dominions, to difcover the Weak~
nelles of their Fortrefles, as well as Policy, and
to repait both ; to learn the Temper of the fe-
veral Provinces, and to confider huw they might
be ‘ecur'd, and by what Governours; to make
the beft provifion that was poflible for defending
Milany and ( which has been a long time one of
the high Reaches of her Ambition ) to get into
j{ quiet pcfletlion of all the ftrong Holds in Flan.

ers.

Anlw. Peak Capacities generally have the beff
Thonghts of thesr Abilitses, and over-look Difficnl-
| ties when they woxld have any Enterprize browught
to bear,  Any LPerfon indecd may fee things &o not
cowell on bis fide, but 15°s not in every one’s Power
0 vewsedy what ic amifs. Conveniencies ave to ve
taid for, and Opportusities expelled, to help for-
vard our Defigns in hand, and we are not to mabe
vfe of open Viclence, till [uch time as fitting Eape-

lients ave fernd ont, which may put us almoff be-

wud the poffibility of mifcarrying. Thefe were the
N rudent Thoughes of thofe whofe Wifdom be upbraids,
ud the' France bas had time to provide againft ss
* ' by

'Y -
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6y way of Precaution, can fortifie ber Towns
and Garrifon, the fromiers which are moff ex.
pes'd to the Infults of an Enemy; we have ay
eqral Advantage likewife of providing our felves,
anc entring into fuch INegotiations with forreips
Princes sn the mean while, as fhall totally (ecure us,

and render 15 a Match Jfar the moft Chriftian King,

were he never o formidable,
Befides this, there was another ineftima-

bie Benefit which fhe reap’d by the Quier that
was indulg’d her. Whilft thofe who a long time
chieck’d her growing Greatnefs, patiently endur'd
this new Union of Power, what could the other
Nations of the World think, but that this uncon-
cernednefs proceeded either from an inward Sa-
tisfaction that France had acquir'd f{uch Power,
or a defpair of breaking it, and reftoring the Bal-
lance again? The natural Confequence of either
Reflettion muft be to refolve that ’twas their In-
tereft to {fubmit, and indeed to make their Court
to a2 Power which was likely td mest with nc

oppofition:
Aniw. France lad armi’d or [elf ander thy

Frerext of making cood :he Treaty of Partition
had Ti'oa;:,f almojt :?fzz:m?emb[f', ?f’iza’y 10 take th
Field uponthe firft Occafiun, and was in a Cor
dition at the Deccale of K. Charles the 24 o
$pain, to kave dome what [he pleasd, in [1iph
of alithke Furce of Furope, then ir Eesng: 1i
Advtion of the Geymans & naturalty flow, an
reguires 4 bme 10 be perform’d iny the {talia
Frinces were n gexeval averfe 10 a War, er
wad (ntrodud’d 100 much Luxury tnto thetr fever
States, torecover their old Adartial Temper whic
toey were once Fuamis fory and dhe Dutch we

(o unprovided in their Frontiers agzinft fuch i

rext Neislbauye s excompafs*d em omevery fu

?

to . Delaration of War, bad been an eny
L
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Lofs of the Liverty's of Europe, which in ali pro-
bability may be preferv’d by the prudent meafures
that bave lately beentaken. Cunétando reftituit
Rem, was the Charalter of 2 Roman Generai,
by @ Cauntions dekay be reflor'd Rome 2o her fors
mer Greatnefs, and made amends for the raff:
and precipitate Condutl of thofe that had almoft
ruin’d bery and who kxnows but onr late Proceed-
ings may deferve the {ame Praife, fince 1t 2 not
much to be fear'd but they will be attended with
the fame Succe/s.

‘Twas this that made the Spamards, and the
People of their Provinces tamely f{uffer one
of the Houfe of Bowurbor which they hated,
to take pofleflion of their Dominions: *Twas
this made other States enter into Neutralities and
Alliances, which they would have refus’d, had
not the quiet and peaceable Conduét of others
sovern’d their Inchinations. Having once fix’d
their Refolutions, 'tis to be fear'd we fhall find
them adhere too obftinately to what they have

ingag’d to France, and refolv’d with themfelves.
If honour be not fufficient to 1nfluence them,

and keep them fteddy to the Side they have
- chofen, even Intereft may help to ao it now:
for the Notions of that alter, when Men have
new modell’d their Thoughts, and let their
Heads run upon other Schemes.

Anfw. 1he Ireary of - Fartitivnin all Azpear-
ance,not our improvided State, made the Spaniards
take [uch Meafures as they did, and cccafin'd
the WILL in favonr of the Houfe of Bourbon,
and our adhering to t0o precipitate Connjcls, broke
off that Confidence Which was mutnaliy entertain’d
between th: two Nations. What was therefore
the Fanle of the Miailtiy, oushe not ta be imipis-
ed to the FParly. mn . who tu thelr .-".a_j:‘sf.-;{f Hnnnnr

h.i'y:}
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bave Impeach’a the I'vojectnrs of that {gnominou;
Ireary s ENEAMIES TO THE TFTUBLICK
GOOD, a=d great Contriburors towards the Ex-
croitant G rm:iif‘ﬁ of Frauce. Tﬁfy 2ave away
thofe Kingdoms which thefe would keep in their
due Qbeasence to Spain, and parcell’d our Large
Lralts of Land to the Family of Bourbon, mwher
it's as certzin as truth it [elf from the Publick
Vores, that thefe bave Addref'd Hius Majesty to
enter tnto a fFif} Alllance with the Houfe of Ave
ftria, and other Confederate States in order to op-

pofe the Toffeffion of what they [o eafily made 4
Grant of.

Ih thar great JunCture, when the Seafon was
for making the eartieft and beft provifion for fe-
curing the Liberties of Earope, the Eyes of the
World were all fix'd upon Englend, ’Twas fhe
who had always kept the Ballance; and fhe on-
ly having itnow in her power to determine
whether it fhould be preferv'd or no, other Na-
tions were to obferve her Motions, and take their
Meafures from her. None could doubt but that
if fhe had enter’d betimesinto a firm League
with the Emperor and Holland, *twould have pre-
{ently produced a Confederacy ftrong enough to
humble France, which was grafping at things
much beyond the reach of her Power, in that
feeble and weak Condition fhe was reduc’d to
by a long War and evil Conduét,

Aniw. At toe Death of tue King of Spain,
the Eyes of the World were fixd npon Eungland,
17 Order 10 knnow bow they would relifly fuch a
Difpefirion that was inade agwinft the Interest of
her Antien: Confederates,  But tne Confbitution
of thes Kingdom world not allow cf [nch Men-

fures as the Pamphletcer would have us take at
the
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roe very veeept of the Newes.  His Majefly in-
deed wmjabt bave declar'd a Woir as it was pai
af top Rﬂ)',:gl P?'f}j(lgé{lj?)f, bui be could not carry
it on fuccefSfully wunonr the Conjent of bhis I'co-
ple, 15€ Sinems of it wire wanting, Funds alrca-
dy given {or the Service of the Publick Defict-
fﬂ.[, ﬁ?fd f’iJc [\?;ifif)?i' ?H‘g}? i 'ﬂﬂty M]Higns I.ir:
Deor.  When the Peliamear [at, they alled o
coraially for the [rijercation of the Peace ar the
fame time as tbc.y 1were c;.::‘::.!o‘_}'ed 17, ﬁ'azdir.g Cilt
Ways and Means to vciin a Weary that whoevar
will take rhe pains to exuming twdr Proccedings,
mift nceds concinde they Luce done as nusct for
the Peopie of England as ever tocir Keprefenia-
tves did, and bave $inaied the welfpre of our
Anttenr _slites, as beartily as ever Aden @id,
"Twas therefore undoubtedly the Bufinels of
Eaglifb Minilters ro advife the calling of a Par-
llament immediately upon the news of the Spa-
niard's Death, and of the Parliament to addrefs
the King to make Alizzces. Had this been done
Portazal would have thoughnt it her intereft ra-
ther to'enter 1nto Alliances with them, than make
her felf a Party in eftablifhing the Throne of

the Duke of Anjos, who when he 1s eftablifh’d
and made one with France, will certainly {er up

his Title to Portungal The Duke of Savoy

then would have confider’d that it was by mears
of the Equiliorium between the Houle of A:x-
ffria and Frauce that his Anceftors preferv'd their
Dominions; he would have confider’d likewife
whether ‘twas worth his while to make his Sons
Beggars, or Soldiers of Fortune, for the f{ake
of aggrandizing his Daughter. This will be the
Acquifition of his Battles if they be f{uccefsful ;
for when the Ailancfe, and both the Szcidys are
in the hands of France, his Dominions will be
neceflary to her for Communication.

N Anlw,
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An{w. What was the Effelt of Evil and Coy-

rupt Minifters Advice, ought a0t to be smputed 1o the

Condult of thofe that have arraign’d em for want of

2 dae Forecaft, or (what 1s worfe ) a ftock of. Ho-

nefty, but [Lould be laid at the doors of the Contriy. |
ers. FHowever the Parliament might have been calld |
together before the Miadle of February, and yer 1he |
King of Portugal would uot have refiffed rke Offers |
of France which were (o much to bis Advantage |
and bound Spain to relinguifb ber Right and Title
for Ever rothe Lufitanian Provinces 5 The Dube (f
Savoy likewife was too nearly related to the Erench

by the Marriage of one of his Danghters to the

Dizke of Burgundy, and more entirely devored ¢

his Intereft by the Promife be made that the othey

(Bozld be Queen of Spam, ard tho” the Equilibri-

um vetween the two Powerful Honfes of Aufli

and Bourbon made bis Anceftors preferve their

Dominions, the Advantagions Propofals made 1o

bims on the Parts of Lewis the 14th, and Philip

the sth, made bim certain of adding frefh Titles to

his Family, and being the mol: coxfiderable Priuce

i all Traly.

The Pope then probably would have reflected
on the Aflair of the Ca(zﬁ, the Extention of the
Regale, the four Propofitions that were advanc’d
at Paris, and all the enormous Attempts againdl
the Dignity of the Head of the Church in the
Perfon of Pope Innocent X1, and would perhap
have declar’d for the Emperor, had he had f{udl
encouragement to doit. Noris it improbabl
that the Republick of Penice would do the {ame
fhe could hardly avoid confidering betimes, tha
the Neighpourhvod of France prov’d fo fatal t
her in the {fmall number of Years that Lewss Xl
enjoy d Mislan, that he reduc’d her o greater Ex
tremities than any ocher War, even that of th
darks, ever did, A Conlideration fo powerf:
with that wile Republick, that tho’ the va

Pow:
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Power of the Houfe of Axffizz under the Em-
peror Charles V. might have given her juit
grounds of jealoufly, fhe would never lend her
Far to any Propofition of Frances 1. Succeflor
to Lewsrs XI1I.

Anfw. The Pope wonld [carce bave turi'd
Proteftant, and joyn’d with England and Hol-
land, from the Specimen he bas already given of
the bent of his Inclinations for the Propagation of
the Romifh Faith, and the valuable Prefents be has
made towards the Supportiof the late King, as
well as Promifes of comtribmting what lies in his
Power towards His Reftoration, The Bufine/s of
the Regale cannot well be digeffed by one of his
Cholerich Temper, and the Four propofitions,
dosbtlefs, flich i1z the holy Pontstf's Stomach 3 how-
cver be bas been bitherto [o far from [hewing bis
Refcntments, that be has in 2 mainer ovn’d twe New
Kiug of Spain, 6y permitting Him the Nomination
to vacant Bifhopricks and Abbys; and the Re-
publick of Venice feem inclinable to the Frencn
Inteveft, in adbering to a [lrilt Neutrality, even
at a Time when the German Forces are fo power-
ful and trismphant in the wvery Heart of ltaly, as
to Conntenance their pulline off the Mask, f they
nad any Intentions to befriend "em, '

Bad things been upona right foot in £i-
gland, ’vis very probable that the Duke of Ba-
varia, and his Brother the Arch-bifhop of Co~
logiz, would have remembred the Obligations
laid upon rhem, at leaft their own Intereft 5 and
that the former would have raken Meafures which
would make the War much eafier than ’twill be.
In that Cale the People of Spain, and their Pro-
vinces, would, 1f they did no more, keep up
their old Refentments againft France, which i
a convenlent Secafon would render them very

ufeful ro the Confederates.

N 2 | Anf,
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Arnlov. Woen Privices bave Ingratitade in theiy
very Natsres, it maft [hew it felf ar tioe firff Op.
portanity. The Duke of Bavania orees bs Govers-
ment of the Netherlands ro K. Witham’s Litcreft
with the late King of Spain, and hs Brother the
Elettorate of Cologn aind Principality of Liege, to
bis Wife Negotiations: But neither the Obligations
swrhich were laid npon the Ose, in thé Frovifion for
the Succeffion of his Som, the Elelloral Prince to
the whole Spariifh Dominions, #or the Friend(bip
vobiich was (bewn ro the Other carvy’'d that Weight
vith “em as theydefcrv'd. The latkcr of thefe tug
Prisice’s Territoriés lic fo mrch expos'd ro Iirance
ard Spain, andthe {-jf bas fo many Millions due
from bis late Cathoiick Mzj2ty for his Salary, and
swhat be bas l2id ow: 72 defeice of the Spanifh Ne-
therlands, thar be m~fF yun the rifgre of cvery
Fiorin the French King flerds enzag’'d for tie
Pzinrit of, fhoald le tale cilor sdeafnres | Sisce
t5e Epsperar 25 not in & Capacity 10 veimprife it 10
s, . - e : ., .
His, and s ..n{ﬁjg?y z fo sracertain of pefbing
e bis Congzefis ozer all Spam, thit 115 to be
dowbted whether be can get fo mnch a5 fovting ii
32 Pekedem ¢f Matan.

The G.rmzizs wenld confider wnat danger
shey were in of having a Prmce, giown
{0 grear by the Accction of the Spaxifh Do-
minons, caty his Arms mto Gersizazy, where
be lias great feoung already, and dhatlerge
Il the Siates that compole thot grear Ma-
ticn as pait of the Succetlion of Clariemarga, of
whicn he and other Kings of Fraree have alreas-
dv declar’d themfelves Eewrs.  In this Cafe fome

% )

1
[ a5 the Chapter of Celers ftems very lately to
have dene ) would confider that 5o an Heredira-
ry Empire, there would be no morve Colleges,
nor [Drets. nor Cnapters: Others, that tisa vain
vhing to dilpute about Prerogatives, and to make

Frsnce juage of the Dilpute, whole Arbirration

muis
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muft turn to the Ruin of the Empire. And the
ceiult of thefe Refle@Gions would be to enter in-
to Meafures agreeable to them.

Anfw. The Germans would [till have been the
fame {low Creaturves, as they are at this Fuslture,
ind wonld not bave brought their Troops into the
Field before it was time to fhat up the Campaign,
and march back again into Winter Quarters. Their
[wiftnefs in profecatizg Affairs, and flanding up
{or the Inteveft of the Empire, may be fcen [rons
the haft they have lately made 1o affemble together
for one anotbers mutnal Defence, and their (uf-
fering the French to have an Army that Confiffs of
more than fifty Thoufand cffeltive Men, when they
have not (o much as five Thoufand drawn roge-
ther to oppofe thetr Defigns.

Thefe probably had been the Refolutions of
thofe Foreign States, at leaft of {ome of them,
had not the management of England difcourag'd
them to that degrec, that they muft arraign
tiemfelves of rafhnefs and foily, if they had
nken thefe Meafures which they themf{elves
knew were mott for theiwr Interelt.

Anf{w. The Management of Engiand bas been
lich, that the States of Lurope that are Afraid of
1 Trench Yoke, muft necds be encomrag’d ro contrs-
iute what lies in their Power toewards the sdvasce-
ment of the Publick [afety from it, The King de-
layes from bis own Royal Month, that nothing caxs
rore effellnally conduce to cur Security, rhan the
Unamimity azd Vigour which the Commons have
vew'd i this laft Seffion,  Dut this Awthor contra-
dicks his own Soveraign, and aflirms that is 15 too
:’:rc, and wosld ma[{e the World belreve tiar té{y
bve been metligent of cur Sccarity, and that of onr
Proteftant Neightexrs ? Ihom we ouglbt to give
credit to, Aanners will direlt ns, and FHis Moje-
5 s wwords without desbt bave mere weight with the
binking Part of the Narions, than toe Erprr;ﬂo;fj_fc

0
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of a Partythat never alted any thing yet that wis
Confiderate.
~ Things being 1n this ftate, ’tis very plain that §
the Gentlemen of Kent had a great deal of rea. §
{fon to pray the H--fe of Com--ns to havea Re- {
gard ro the Voice of the People, that onr Religion §
end Safery wight Ge effetually provided for, and §
that His Majeity by Supplys might be endbled 1o}
affift bis Allies. The Voice of twe People was then |
every where loud for War, there was {carce any !
{0 weak as that they could not fee that no Pro- &
vifion could be made for our Relrgion or Safety |
without i1t. Twas manifelt that Frawce, atiir |
fhe had been a while {ectled in her new Domini- |
ons, would be able to overcome Holland whene- |
ver fhe pleas’d. Hollazd being overun, ’twas
ealy to {ee that Englard being fpoil’d of her!
Trade by that Revolution, and the Union of the|
two great Kingdoms, muft {oon follow her Fate. |
An{w. But [uppofe things are in a quite differeit
State ( as certainly they are ) and bear another fort
qf' Face than what be puts 1pon "em. The Yoice
of the FPeople will foon dirown the Voice of a
few Kentifb Men, and [end forth cther Clamoars
thaz what ave wiade vfe of to call for frefl Defole-
ticzs, and [=pplicare for an Addizici tothofe Ais-
fortunes which are bt r00 preffing zpon s already,
Peuverty difolays 1t [elf 10 a great degree 1n all cir
Berders, and the Tears of Widews for their [lang-
tcrd Husbsnde, avd Children {or their dececsd
Fathers are not yer dry’d wp. Sheald we therefos

P

be fond of havive a new [Fream burff forth frus
czzr Fellor Styetts Eyes, or lavifbly call for a zo»
froch of Adiferies by petitioniaz for al¥ar te i:
treducs ez 2 Should we [eekh for the [ar:e Cal:
v:lich bave cocaficn’d thefe deplorable Effells ?

The Frerch: Party indeed told us, and ( whic
smong other things occaiioned {ome Retleétiorns
st H--fc of €om--n5 feem’d to {ome o ‘oe‘t
| 1431k
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dieir Opinicn, that our Securiry mighit be {uf-
iciently provided for by a good Fleet. Twas 3
very fond Opinion to imagine that we, who in
coniunétion with Holland, were the laft Wayr in-
fulted upon our owa Coafts by the Fleet of
France; and ancther time had probably been
ruin’d by them, had not the Heavens been fa-
vourabe to wus, fhould be able, after the lofs
both of cur Trade, and the Affiftance of the
Dutch, to maintain a Fleet big enough to fecure
us from a Power {o exorbitant as that of” France
would then be. A Powerful Fleet are words
that found plaufibly in the Mouths of thofe Peo-
ple, who are for having our Arms to be as little
grievous as may be to France, and they ferve
to amufe and 1mpofe upon weak People; but
Men of underftanding muft allow this to be a
verv uncertamn Security.

Anlw. e were never worfted in onr Fleet j0yn'd
with that of the Duich, by tve French s and woat be
calls infelting s upon onr ownCoalts,wasafter the En-
gagement of forty two Englith and Durtch Ships
with all the Naval Strength that belong’d to France.
That mifcarriage laid at fome Grear Mens Doors,
who were then Commiffioners of the Admiralty, not
in the Fleets of either England and Holland, and
'tis Apparent by the little ule the Monfiear Tourvill
made of thar Engagement, that be bad other thoughts
of osr Strength, and the Condilt whicn has Geen
fhewn by Lewis the 14:h’s Admirals fince, is a Token
enongh of their diffruft of their own Power, rather
than a Confidence they bave of its veing Superiosr
to Ours, and we are capable at this Time withont
the Affiffance of the Duich o Equip two Hundred
Sail of Vellels of War to Sea, in order to onr fur-
ther [ecurity, which 1s wholy owing 10 the Condutl
of onr Parliaments that have rais'd fuch vaft Sums
of Mouey to build >em for the Prefervation of thefe
Kingdoms,

This
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This was the only Provifion for our Safe.
fy, which the Parliament for a long time
feem’d inclin‘a 1o allow us. Whatever mat-
ter was offer’d that teem’d to have the leaft
tendency to 2 War, was violently oppos'd by the
Sp--er, Mu—ve, Scy--r, Sho--r, Fi--ch, H--»
Ha--7z, and all thoie who were entively 1n the
Intereft of that Parcy. This Averfion they
plainly difcover’d inthe beginning of the Scih-
on, when on the 144 of February, immediate.
ly after the King had made his Speech, they
came to the Reflolution, 7o ffand by and [uppor:
His Muefty's Governmene, and take [uch cffeltual
Meafures as may beft conduce to the Intereft and
Safety of England, the prefervation of the Prote-
Jtant Religion, AND THE PE ACE OF EUROPE,
We cannot ‘tut remember what Debates arofe
upon this aft Claufe, and with what Difliculey
’twas carried by 181 againft 163, and that the
Reafon why ‘twas oppos’d was, becaufe ’twas
plainly declaring for a War. Bere it was that
the Prejudices began againit that Party in the
H--fe, and this laid the Foundation for the
gceat {ufpicions that follow’d afterwards.

Anfw. The moft weigbry Confiderations snduc'd
thofe Gentlemen to think, tnat in fo great and im-
portant an Affasr, as the Bufinefs of War, they
conld not alt with too much Cantion: They confi-
der'd "twas an eafy thing to have recosrfe to Arms,
but the difficnlty was 1o obtasn [uch #Peace by the #fe
of em, astoenable "em to lay ’em down weth Ho-
nour and Advanmage ro the Englith Netion. They
corsld not but take notice of the forwardne(s of thofe
Gentlemen to enter into a new War, who bad got
moff by the management of the Laft, and took it as
a great difcosragement ro Honeft Conntry Gentle-
men to fee the Nation (0 much in Debt, and the
Chief Managers of Publick Affasrs {o vaftly Rich.
Axd therefore fince the Circumiffances of the King-

dor
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dom were [uch, thit they were not able to do in this
as i1 the lalt War, fince the Emperor was the Prive
cipal Party concern'd, and the Dutch in more im-
mediate danger, the Commons thought it very rea-
[onable, that thofe two Powers which were chiefly
aggriev'd [hould make the firft advance towards it,
and in Cafe an Honcrrable Peace conld not be at-
tain’d; the Empire and Holland fboil/d afpb thens-
felves to England, and nor England to toem, Tha:
%, they were fiot againfi bearing the greateff Bui-
then of ic, asthey did inthe Lalt, For had they
declar'd at the beginning of the Seffion what they
did at the latter End of it, Holland bad been o-
ver-run, the Dutch furpriz’d, all the Englifh
and Dutch Merchants Effells [esz’d abroad, and
England ¢t felf almoft in Danger of an Invafion.
'Twas dmazing to all thofe who could difcover
no poffible means to preferve us, butby a-vigor-
ous War, to fee fuch a great number of the R epre-
{entatives of the Freemen of England, labour-
ing for that which of all things in the World
France moft defird, and would give any Money
for. Nor was this the Voice of that Party in
the H--{e alone, but all without Doors whe
were of their Fation, and all who had any byafls
to France, or St. Germain Family, were every
where induftrious and noify in decrying a War;
and fetting forth the inconveniences of it. But
that which gave the melancholieft Refle¢tion of
all, was to find that thofe who were thought to
have the fole Direction of publick Affairs, were
in the (ame fentiments. They {poke their Minds
freely upon that Subjeét, as we have been told,
(o did their Friends; and the faying of one Gen-
tleman in great Station; to C--t Fra--ax the
Em---r’s Min--er, ought to be remember’d.
Anfw. So amazing 45 it was, the moft confide-
rate Part of the Houfe of Commons, as well s

thofe thas bad any Siock of IntelleStuals sn #he
O Natdo~



